AFA Supports Det 410
Cadet Brian J. Leitzke


The mission of cadets at Air Force ROTC Detachment 410 is simple: develop leaders for the Air Force.  A department at the University of St. Thomas in St. Paul, Det 410 operates with the support of many organizations and individuals.  One of the most influential and longstanding supporters of Air Force ROTC at Det 410 is the local Rawlings Chapter of the Air Force Association (AFA).  The success of the Fall 2007 semester, like every semester in recent history, depended in no small measure on the support of the AFA.
Over the course of Fall 2007, cadets and cadre of Det 410 accomplished a diverse and dynamic training program.  This program included intense physical training, weekly leadership laboratories, an afternoon of team-building paintball, a career day, and a host of other developmental operations.  The two largest events of the semester were a 24-Hour POW/MIA Vigil and a Joint Combat Dining In.  Neither would have been successful, even possible, without the support of outside organizations like the AFA.
The 24-Hour Vigil honors prisoners of war and or those missing in action who have paid for our freedom with theirs.  This Vigil, during which every cadet marched at least two 15-minute shifts guarding the American Flag, was organized and executed by Arnold Air Society cadets.  Every Arnold Air Society member is also a cadet member of the Air Force Association.  Other representatives from the AFA attended the event and it was an excellent opportunity for cadets and AFA members to share the celebration of freedom that the 20 year-old Det 410 Vigil tradition is built upon.  Following the opening ceremony, cadets and guests listened to the story of Mary Danielson-Gates, the widow of an F-4 pilot who was missing in action for 37 years until his remains were identified in 2006.  Then came a chili-cooking (and eating) competition, a midnight volleyball tournament, and a showing of the film Return with Honor.  A tremendous motivator for all cadets, this year’s POW/MIA Vigil was the best in recent Det 410 history.
The other major event during the Fall 2007 semester was the Joint Combat Dining In, which included cadets from Det 410 at St. Thomas, Det 415 at the University of Minnesota – Twin Cities, and Det 420 at the University of Minnesota – Duluth.  The guest speakers for the evening were Col Marilyn Chambers and Lt Col Gary Chambers, both reservists and AFA members.  Retired SMSgt Glen Shull, the MN President of the AFA, and TSgt Paul Johnson, an AFA and 342nd Recruiting Squadron member were also in attendance.  The cadets held the event in the 934th Airlift Wing hangar.  It was an unprecedented success, which ultimately laid the foundation for further joint activities between all three of Minnesota’s Senior Air Force ROTC detachments.

Looking forward, Det 410 will continue to build both on its successes and on the foundation that support from organizations like the AFA provides.  Cadets and cadre are all elated and exceedingly grateful for the recent $5,000 donation that the Rawlings Chapter provided.  Some of this money will become scholarship aid.  Some of the money will make it possible for Det 410’s Honor Squadron to compete against schools like the Air Force Academy, The Norwich Military Academy and the Virginia Military Institute at the 43rd annual Southern California Invitational Drill Meet (SCIDM).  The Honor Squadron includes the Black Knights Precision Rifle Drill Team, the Saber Drill Team, and the Detachment Chorus.  Cadets work hard to learn professional drill for inspection, color guards, regulation drill, and exhibition performances.  Past honors include 2nd in regulation at last year’s SCIDM and 2nd overall at the 2004 SCIDM.
As the Fall 2007 semester and the near future demonstrate, Det 410 continues to operate a robust training program.  It is a program that develops leaders for the Air Force, cadets who understand the awesome charge they will accept as commissioned officers leading the greatest fighting force in the history of the world.  This incredible service is made possible and made better by the unwavering support of organizations like the Air Force Association.  
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