
Minnesota
Flight Log

Minnesota Flight Log is published quarterly for 
the members of the Rawlings chapter of the Air 
Force Association. Members may view the 
newsletter on the chapter website,www.mnafa.org.
To report problems or to submit items, call Bob 
McGonigal at 952.884.1625, or by email at 
mcgonigal67@earthlink.net

President Lawrence Sagstetter 

Vice Pres Tom Theis

Treasurer Ralph Delperdang

Secretary David Pohlen

VPCommunications Lawrence Sagstetter

VP Aero Ed Jane Vail

VP Char Resources Bruce Roberts

VP Ldr Dev Garrett Sampson

VP Comm Part Open

VP Govt Relatn Dan Murphy

VP ULVC/Vets Open

VP Mbrshp Open

VP Mentors Garrett Sampson

VP Cyber Patriot Open

PAST PRESIDENTS

Gary Chambers Jonathan Powell

Paul Groskreutz

Vic Seavers

Glenn Shull 

  Vol. 26, No. 2  EDUCATE   ADVOCATE   SUPPORT    U.S. Air Force   APR – JUN   2013

CHAPTER 213 EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

Pg 1

2013 Approved Giving

Find us online at  www.mnafa.org.

Minnesota’s Air Force Association
General E W Rawlings Chapter
PO Box 11802
St. Paul, MN 55111-0802

Recipients Amount
U of MN ROTC $1,000
U of St. Thomas ROTC $300
Jr ROTC (4 local high schools)
Youth Scholarships $1,620
Civil Air Patrol $2,500
Trinity Mission food shelf
MN Aviation Academy
Visions of  Exploration $10,080
American Aviation Heritage Society
MAC-V $800
Youth Programs
MAHEC (ACE academy) $4,000
Veteran Members Events $3,342
Military History Mural $6,114
Wings of  the North
CCAF Red Tail Squadron $3,000
MN Air Guard Museum $2,000
WWII Roundtable $1,000

Raw lings Chapter's Approved Giving

In April, the Rawlings Chapter finished the 25-foot wall mural in the downstairs meeting room (The
Lodge). Chapter President, Lawrence Sagstetter, oversaw the process of selecting artist Liliana 
Payne to paint the mural with images of important events in the history of the US Air Force. It 
highlights former Tuskegee airman Col. Kenneth Wofford, a longtime education focused member of
Rawlings Chapter and the Air Force Association. Doolittle Raider Dick Cole stopped by July 18 to 
sign the mural beneath the image of a B-25.



Rawlings Chapter's Mural (above) Artist Lili  Payne 

Quarter 2 Meetings at a Glance

April's meeting was called to order at 1730 by 
Rawlings Chapter's Vice President, Thomas Theis. 
There were 23 members and guests present. 
Treasurer, Ralph Delperdang reported on our 
savings balance, checking balance, income, 
expenditures and pending transactions. Exact 
figures may be found online at www.mnafa.org 
Locate the link to meeting minutes.

Charitable gambling report was given by Bruce 
Roberts. Gross, net, expenses, taxes, grants paid, 
and profit carryover were in his report which was 
approved by the members present. Bruce, and Vlad
Tkach shared a letter to the editor sent in by the 
Executive Director of Allied Charities of MN. The 
letter outlines the heavy tax burden imposed on the 
charitable gaming operators leaves little to share 
with charitable organizations like the CAP, JROTC,
ROTC, food shelves, veterans programs like 
MACV.

The April 15th Awards Banquet held at the Town 
and Country Club in St.Paul recognized 23 top 
performers in the 934th Airlift Wing, the 133rd 
Airlift Wing, Uof M and U of St Thomas' ROTC, 
the 4 Jr. ROTC det.s, MNCAP, and Teacher of

the year, Mr. Jamie Alseben. There were 151 
awardees, family, friends, and guests. 

Bob McGonigal said the AFA roster for our 
chapter has 780 members as of the end of Feb.

AFROTC Det 415 (UofM) said their open house 
would be on 23 April at 1600 hours at the UofM 
Armory.

Leaders of the MNCAP noted that the MN Wing 
Conference was scheduled for 25 – 27 March. 
Glenn Shull and Tom Theis planned to attend the 
monthly meeting of the Viking Suqadron to 
present another award.

The AOG had their Founders Day Dinner on 3 
May. General Welsh was their guest speaker.

Might you be interested in helping homeless 
veterans? MAC-V is having their annual benefit 
event on Friday 19 Sept at the MN Masonic 
Home in Bloomington. There will be a silent 
auction, raffle, dinner, and a brief program. All 
proceeds go to support MN veterans and their 
families. Need more info? Contact MAC-V at 
612-225-6756; or www.mac-v.org. Donations 
are tax deductable.

http://www.mnafa.org/
http://www.mac-v.org/


Dick Cole, artist Lili Payne, Larry Sagstetter, and 
others.

(April's meeting minutes cont) – The CAP had
their annual MN Wing conference at Breezy Point 
25 – 27 April. The Viking Squadron hosted Glenn 
Shull and Tom Theis at a recent meeting and 
presented an AFA award to a cadet. Tom Theis is 
also planning to attend a meeting with the Red 
Wing Squadron to present an award.
Under new business, Mr. James Garlough from the 
MN Association of Women in Aviation, gave a 
presentation that gave those in attendance a great 
overview of the conversion of a FEDEX 727 
aircraft into classrooms.
Jim Simmons, AFA's North Central Region 
President spoke to the membership and educated us
of the activities and opportunities the club can take.
For instance, there is now a $30 eMembarship,  a 
new publication (Wingman) featuring club 
activities, and the annual AFA national convention.
Tom Theis brought out the point that more 
members are needed to help in various club 
positions and membership recruiting – like 
representing our chapter at the Discover Aviation 
Days, or the Air Expo, or presenting an award to a 
JROTC cadet, or taking the lead in connecting with 
community partners.
Bernie Gruber extended an invitation for everyone 
to attend the Founding Flyers Gala on April 25, 26, 
sponsored by AirSpace Minnesota.
Longtime Rawlings chapter member, past Rawlings
chapter president, and good friend, Vic Seavers will
be moving to Texas to be closer to family. His 
service and leadership will be missed.
The April Meeting was adjourned at 1830.
The May's meeting  was called to order by 
Chapter President Larry Sagstetter at 1730. There 
were 23 members and guests. April's meeting 
minutes were accepted and approved. Ralph 
Delperdang reviewed Savings and Checking 
account balances, and expenditures. He noted that 
he received  a request for photos from the 20s & 
30s. There was also a sponsor package from the 
Red Tail Squadron.
Bruce Roberts reviewed the Charitable Gambling 
report. Net income after taxes was $593. The 
membership approved the report.
Chapter members reviewed recent Det. 415 cadet 
request for funds. It was noted that there were

in serious need of funds as LTC Hoopes has been
funding some programs with personal monies. 
Members agreed that before an amount was 
decided upon, LTC Hoopes should present an 
update.

The MNCAP  Wing Conference (25-27 Apr) at 
Breezy Point was attended by Larry Sagstetter, 
who made a presentation. The membership 
discussed the amount of funding the chapter 
could afford. $2500 was voted on and approved.

JrROTC from Park HS cadets presented recent 
events and fundraisers. And, 75 cadets signed up 
for summer school survival class.

The AOG (Association of Graduates) reported 
that their Founders' Day dinner had 139 
attendees. General Walsh was their speaker. Dan 
Murphy, our Legislative Liaison, noted that the 
133rd AW was preparing for deployment. The 
“Trust Vets” organization to help create a set of 
rigorous standards so people who give their 
business to one labled as “veteran” really is 
owned/operated by veterans.

Under “New Business”, larry Sagstetter 
introduced the mural artist, Lili Payne. The first 
installment of the mural is now complete.

(cont. on pg 4) 



(cont. from pg 3)Teacher of the Year, Mr. Jamie 
Alsleben was recognized at the meeting. His 
chapter award was read and he was presented with 
a $250 check. It was also announced that he was 
selected as the state level Teacher of the Year and 
the award citation was read and he was presented 
with a $500 check and an AFA Jacket.. He 
expressed his thanks and encouraged uw to 
continue with our support of the Visions of 
Exploration.
Bob Jasperson announced that the WOTN Air 
Expo was having their pancake breadfast to help 
raise funds for the airshow (scheduled for 19/20 
May.
Our meeting was adjourned at 1900 hours.
June's meeting was called to order at 1745 by 
Rawlings Chapter President, Larry Sagstetter. 
There were 31 members and guests.
The Treasurer's Report was given by Ralph 
Delperdang. Savings account stands at $6003 (all 
values rounded to nearest dollar), Income was 
$340, Expenditures $477, no pending transactions. 
Ralph advised planning for National AFA 
Convention should be done soon.
Charitable Gambling manager, Bruce, after 
explaining cash status, projected expenses, payroll 
report, inventory, grants paid, purchases, bank 
business, and monthly gambling fund 
reconciliation. Net income after all is said and 
done was $550. The report was approved by the 
members present.
Jane Vail presented information for this year's 
Visions of Exploration Program and asked the 
Chapter to consider the number of classrooms we 
could support this next year. Last year it was 80 
classrooms. The matter was passed onto the 
advisory board.
Noted was President Obama's action to sign the 
CAP Congressional Gold Medal Act into law for 
those CAP members who served in the CAP during
WWII. MN CAP members affected will be noted 
as the Rawlings Chapter is informed. Also noted 
was the opening of a new Community Based 
Outpatient Clinic in Shakopee for veteran health 
care. And, the MN Dept. of Employment and 
Economic Development has launched a new 
website (www.mn.gov/deed and highlights a  July 
9th career fair for veterans.

Under the heading of New Business, 
Announcements, and Presentations: Chapter 
President Larry Sagstetter noted that the 
Rawlings Chapter had a presence at the Blaine 
Discover Aviation Days. And, the Chapter will 
also have a presence at the WOTN's Air Expo as 
well as the Family Day celebrations at the 934th 
AW and the 133rd AW, both in August. 

Larry also thanked Tom Theis, Lloyd and Mary 
Ward, Glenn Shull, and Bob McGonigal for 
being the POCs at those events.

The UofMN commissioning was attended by 
Larry and he was impressed with the quality of 
the new 2nd Lt.s

State President, Glenn Shull, noted that the Bong
Chapter (in Duluth) was having membership 
problems but there is an effort to help revitalize 
the club.

The speaker this month was retired General Tim 
Cossalter from US Senator, Amy Klobuchar's 
staff. The General noted that the number one 
veterans' issue in their office is the Veterans 
Administration medical center in Minneapolis. 
He also noted that, as of 1 June, the 934th AW is 
staying at Minneapolis.

It was with a heavy heart, but with well wishes 
that we bid farewell to long time member and 
former Chapter President, Vic Seavers. Vic and 
Elaine has spent 17 years in the Twin Cities. 
They will be moving to Texas to be closer to 
family. Vic's sage service, advice and leadership 
will be missed. In his honor, Bruce Roberts 
arranged for enhanced hors d'oeuvres. Thank 
You Vic and Elaine for your service. Keep in 
touch.

Discover Aviation Days in Blaine

http://www.mn.gov/deed


On 20 May Thomas Theis, Vice President of the General E. W. Rawlings Chapter, Minneapolis, gave a 
presentation about the Air Force Association to two 2nd grade classes of the University Avenue School 
in Blaine. An aerospace immersion school for classes K thru 12. Maj Shelly Kaufman, a Civil Air Pilot 
from the Anoka Squadron, Civil Air Patrol, provided an orientation to CAP. Maj Kaufman mostly 
answered questions about being a pilot and how an airplane functions. 
 
The event that we were celebrating was the awarding of the Civil Air Patrol Certificates to all the 
teachers and students in the school (K-5, about 600 students) because they all completed their 12+ Civil 
Air Patrol ACES lessons.
Each student was also given his/her grade level pin for their accomplishments on the STEM Aerospace 
grade level topics. (example: Kindergarten: bird (they talk about birds to planes), First Grade: Hot Air 
Balloon (they talk about types of air craft as well as living in space), 2nd grade: Flight (They are our 
school flight experts), 3rd: Moon (Solar system and aerospace), 4th: Earth, 5th: Rockets.
 
The students were all proudly wearing T-shirts provided by the Air Force Association.
 
Thomas Theis was presented a University Avenue school mug in recognition of his presentation. 
 
Last year, Theis brought his BD-5 Micro-jet to the school. It was disassembled and pushed down the 
hallwy and reassembled in the school's gymnasium. Much to the amazement of the children. They 
couldn't figure out how the airplane got through the doors. Maj Shelly Kaufman provided readings from 
aerospace related books. Anti drug stickers and handouts were provided to the students. Mrs. Kate 
Watson, the Curriculum Integration Coordinator stated she is looking forward to a continued relationship
with both the Civil Air Patrol and the Air Force Association. 
 
Tom T



Blaine's Discover Aviation Days.  AFA table w/ Bob McGonigal        and here at the Air Expo in Eden
Rain came down in buckets starting about 3pm on Saturday.               Prairie  with Mary Ward and 

Larry Sagstetter

WWII war bird WWII VIP and admirer

Thanks to two of our community partners renewed their support:  Fat Lorenzos, at the Platinum level, 
located one block north of 62 Crosstown on Cedar Ave for terrific Italian fare.  And, Adventium Labs.

VIPs held a symposium of their experiences . 
Contributors were from WWII, Korea, and Viet 
Nam. Thanks to Bob Jasperson for working on 
behalf of the Rawlings Chapter to secure a table 
and chairs so we could gain name exposure and 
recognition. We were able to hand out many 
AFA magazines and membership applications.

If you had come to the Air Expo early, you could
have had pancakes, sausages, and eggs. And 
juice. And coffeeeee.



Dear AFA Members,
My staff and I are actively engaged in helping provide an aerospace power perspective regarding recent 
developments in Iraq. While many voices in the current debate are discussing tactical options available to our nation's
leaders, it is critical that we take a broader view.  
Aerospace power is a tool whose successful employment demands alignment with a prudent strategy. Raw kinetics, 
no matter how powerful, cannot stand in place of a realistic, actionable plan that aligns a desired outcome with 
available courses of action. Taken in this vantage, it is critical to determine concrete objectives the nation seeks to 
attain and then consider what tools and employment methods are best positioned to yield these effects without 
projecting undue liability and vulnerability—i.e. further wars based on the tenets of occupation and attrition. 
This discussion must also consider options past the military domain. Striking a cache of weapons is a useful 
endeavor, but a lasting effect requires that we also harness diplomatic and economic means to reach past the tactical 
aim point. This requires targeting funding streams that are supporting rebel forces, checking regional powers 
encouraging the fighting, and eliminating the command and control infrastructure guiding the violence. 
Whether airmen and other members of the joint team are called to action is a decision that rests with the President. 
Ensuring that such action is postured for success demands a robust strategy tied to specific objectives. That is the type
of approach that brought us success in Operation Desert Storm, Bosnia, Kosovo, and the initial phases of combat 
operations in Iraq and Afghanistan.  In each one of those undertakings, aerospace power provided our nation's leaders
with critical options to project focused power upon specific objectives tied to the broader strategic plan. As always, 
netting the goal is the objective—which should never be conflated in a defacto fashion with the need to hold ground, 
occupy, and unnecessarily put young Americans in harm's way. For more of my thoughts on this matter, please see a 
recent interview: http://www.foxnews.com/on-air/happening-now/index.html#/v/3629552960001
Looking past engaging in the headlines, my team and I are also proud to announce that we held the second working 
group session for our Combat Cloud study. We partnered with over 40 top-notch experts from the Department of 
Defense, academia, Capitol Hill, and the defense industry for a series of briefings and roundtable discussions to flush 
out concepts and ideas that we have been considering over the past few months. My team and I will now spend the 
summer drafting the first iteration of the Combat Cloud report. Our goal is to release the document at AFA's 
September Air and Space Conference. 
We also just hosted the Air Force Chief of Staff General Mark Welsh for an off-the-record roundtable dinner with key
leaders from Congress, other think tanks, defense industry, and the AFA leadership team. General Welsh did a 
fantastic job bringing us up to speed regarding his goals and our guests were able to engage with him in an extensive 
roundtable discussion. 
For those of you who were unable to attend our July 9th forum with Deputy Chief of Staff for Intelligence, 
Surveillance and Reconnaissance Lt Gen Bob Otto, I encourage you to listen to the audio recording: 
http://secure.afa.org/Mitchell/Presentations/Mitchell-6-9-14-Otto.mp3. General Otto offered several important 
insights regarding future vectors the Air Force is pursuing to maximize the ISR mission set. 
In conclusion, I'd like to leave you with a quote from General Lawrence Kuter—one of General Hap Arnold's 
protégés—that I think speaks directly to the challenges facing the nation: "The role of airpower is not only to fight 
and win wars if necessary, but to influence the behavior of other nations by actions short of war in support of national
policy." I firmly agree with this statement and remain committed to ensuring individuals around the country 
understand the positive potential aerospace power affords to the nation. 
Sincerely,    

David A. Deptula, Lt Gen USAF (Ret.)
Dean, The Mitchell Institute for Aerospace Studies

http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/97rxk52/b4pb0
http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/97rxk52/b4puj


The AFA is a  501 (c)(3) ORGANIZATION

Donations are appreciated!

If you received this newsletter in the mail it
probably means your e-mail address is

inaccurate, or you don't have e-mail, or we're
blocked as a 'pop up' (spam).  Please send

corrections to:   field @ afa.org if you have
access to the internet. Or, mail your update to 

Membership

 1501 Lee Highway

 Arlington, VA  22209 

to update their records.  Thanks

Note: members with an e-mail address :
please ! get your newsletter online.

The Chapter's website is www.mnafa.org

Non-Profit Org.
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Minnesota’s Air Force Association
General E W Rawlings Chapter
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

“Rise Above” 

The Red Tail project traveling educational 
exhibit of the Tuskegee Airmen seen at 
Wings of the North's AIR EXPO.

NEW :  eMemberships are $30 per year. 
Sign up online and when prompted, type in
either AFA Chapter 213, or Gen. EW 
Rawlings Chapter.


	NL40pg1
	NL40pg2
	NL40pg3
	NL40pg4
	NL40pg5
	NL40pg6
	NL40pg7
	NL40pg8

