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Chapter 213 Executive Council

President Vic Seavers 651.688.2269
Vice Pres Heidi Priestley 651.962.6330
Treasurer Ralph Delperdang 952.898.3604
Secretary David Pohlen 952.479.7559
VP Aero Ed Vic Seavers 651.688.2269
VP Char Gam  Bruce Roberts 612.866.8961
VP Ldr Dev Garrett Sampson 952.681.2102
VP Com Par TBD
VP Govt Rel Dan Murphy 952.942.5487 3 . § ) '
VP Mbrshp Bob McGonigal 952.884.1625 Vic Seavers speaking on behalf of the Air Force
VP Vets Aff  TBD Association
VP Mentors Garrett Sampson 952.681.2102
PAST PRESIDENTS The first Enlisted Workshop was held at the
Glenn Shull 052 831.5235 934" Airlift Wing in November. The Human
Gary Chambers 651.458.3227 Resources Development Council, co-chaired
_ by Vice Cmdr, Col Mark Vijums and the IG,
Community Partners Col. Toby Hammer, developed the theme of
AVentum L abs Developing Airmen. _ _
D.E. Larson Family More than one hundred seventy wing enlisted
Fat Lorenzos members listened to such topics as
First Command (x2) professional and personal development,
James Industries reasons for membership in the Air Force
Misco Loudspeakers Association or the Air Force Sergeants’
USA Today Newspaper(x2) Association, leadership, time management,
living a healthy lifestyle, stress management,
conflict resolution, and financial
A AI-'A / management. There were 22 presenters who
/ were mostly 934™ AW top personnel.
tfl\q, However, AFRC Command Chief, Chief
"’ Dwight Badgett, and 22" AF Command
Chief, Chief Steven Larwood, also were
AFA MISSION featured speakers.
The Air Forc_e_ Association educates the publ_ic Chief Larwood said he was impressed by the
about the critical ro_Ie of aerospace power in choice of topics because they were relevant
defense of our nation, a(_jvocates aerospace to the needs Of the A”.men Of the 934t AW.
power and a strong national defense, and
supports the U.S. Air Force and the Air Force
family. 1
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Wreaths Across Fort Snelling

Air Force Recognized in Ceremony

On a frigid, wintery Saturday morning volunteers, officials, and Air
Force representatives joined with with military family members for the
presentation of wreaths at Fort Snelling National Cemetery. This was part
of the December 12, 2010 nationwide observance of Wreaths Across
America, which honors all former and current members of the military—
especially those who have died in the line of service.

A memorial ceremony preceded the distribution of
some 3,000 wreaths among the headstones. An
Honor Guard of Minnesota Civil Air Patrol Cadets
posted the Colors, followed by a choir comprised of
University of St. Thomas ROTC cadets who sang
the National Anthem. Wreaths were laid upon
monuments representing each military service.

Lt. Governor Carol Molnau spoke
on the military’s important role in
securing America’s safety. She
thanked all veterans for their
service. SSgt. John Kriesel, a
veteran of Kosovo, spoke about the
fragility of freedom. Freedom is
passed on from generation to :
generation; each one responsible for .
the sacrifices necessary to fight for

freedom’s continued endurance, sustainability and survival.
After a ceremonial volley and a very moving playing of Taps, all in
attendance were asked to participate in the laying of the wreaths.

Above; (Top) A wreath leans against US Air Force Monument; (Bottom) Lt. Governor
Molnau awaits her turn to speak, shown in front of the University of St. Thomas
cadets.

(Above right and right) Volunteers unpack 3,000 wreaths and distribute them to the
gravesites.

Text and photos by Larry Sagstetter







Minnesota Assistance Council for Veterans Wings of the North
(MAC-V)

MAC-V earned an award for outstanding
achievement in service to homeless veterans in
2009 from the secretary of the Department of
Veterans Affairs.

The Award reads It is with great pride that we
recognize your devotion and outstanding
contributions to our Nation’s homeless
veterans. Your dedication and commitment to
helping others exemplifies outstanding service
to our community and our Nation, signed by
Eric K.Shinseki, Secretary of Veteran Affairs.

The Wings of the North will have their Air
Expo 2010 on July 17" and 18" at Flying
Cloud Airport in Eden Prairie. The theme
this year is “A Salute to Minnesota
Aviation”. The Expo will want to spotlight
Minnesota’s personal and technological
contributions to aviation both in the past
and in the present.

This year, they will have a new *home’ for
the show. They will be located on the NEW
south hangar area, where there will be
plenty of room for aircraft, VIPs, vendors,
pancake breakfast, kid’s area, and (get this)
on-sight parking for volunteers, VIPs,
vendors and the public. NO BUSSES.
Wings of the North will be doing a
completely new layout of the grounds.
Their team is actively seeking YOUR ideas
for improvements that they can use this
year. They need help planning and
implementing the changes, too. So, if you
have any suggestions, or better, a couple
evenings a month to help, contact Greg
Kaminski at gregk@wotn.org.

Interested in volunteering? Go to
www.wotn.org and follow the links.

&

Director Vitalis with Rawling’s
Representative Larry Sagstetter
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Det 410 — lIniversitv of St Thomas

Over this past J-Term, cadets from the University of St Thomas Det 410 opted to brave the Midwest weather and
participate in a learning experience trip to Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio. Wright-Patterson is the Materials Major
Command for the USAF which is home to major intelligence, medical and research facilities. Our cadets arrived via
coach bus at Wright-Patterson’s Hope Hotel and after a well-rested night, eagerly took in all that was offered.

The tours were full of highlights and enjoyable moments, all of which provided insight to active duty life on an
air base. Cadets were first led through the large Wright-Patterson Medical Center, while some were hoping to witness
doctors in action pull a tooth from the trip chaperone Capt. Priestley; they had to be content with some excellent Q&A
from the base doctors and some very cool demonstrations of hospital equipment. Following the hospital visit, cadets were
taken to Combat Arms where the base firing range and weapons lockers were kept. The range operators gave a full tour,
explaining all of the aspects of the range’s equipment, how the weapons are maintained and even shared some personal
stories of their time serving. While all of this was very educational, cadets immensely enjoyed being given hands-on and
photo opportunities with a wide selection of weapons (unloaded of course).

Saving the best for last, cadets ended their day with a behind-the-scenes tour of the base research facilities. This
involved numerous presentations and demonstrations from lab teams in their respective wings of the building where
cadets were able to get an idea of the technical fields within the Air Force. Cadets also found some free time in the
evenings where they were able to experience the civilian aspects of base life. Included was a visit to the base theater,
some competitive games of bowling and two visits to the base workout facilities where a basketball tourney was the
exercise of choice.

No trip can be complete without understanding the history and purpose behind it, so cadets were treated to
visiting the National Museum of the United States Air Force. One of the most complete collections of air and space
history, the museum housed over one hundred planes within three massive hangars. Accompanying the craft were
memorabilia and personal stories that dated from the first days of flight all the way up to the present times. The Wright-
Patterson AFB trip was very informative and was a wonderful opportunity provided by Det 410 to ensure our cadets are
prepared and excited for their futures with the Air Force.

(Article contributed by Cadet Hamilton)

Islam and its Influence In Turkey

This January | had the privilege of traveling to Turkey to study Islam and its influence on the politics and culture of
Turkey. During my three weeks in Turkey | had the pleasure of interacting with the incredibly hospitable people,
learning about the great religion of Islam, and learning about the thousands of years of world history that Turkey has
been a part of.

Turkey is one of the oldest and longest continually inhabited civilizations in the world. It has been home to
some of the earliest empires, to include the Hittites, Greeks, Romans, and later the Ottomans. Modern Turkey was
founded after the fall of the Ottoman Empire in WW]1 after the Turkish War of Independence. Today Turkey is a secular,
constitutional democracy with the world's 16" largest economy and 2™ largest military in NATO. Turkey has had a
rough history of instability due to conflicting political forces in the country. Since its founding it has had roughly one
military coup per decade, which has made it difficult for its democracy to progress.

Islam is the religion of 99.6% of Turks. Although the nation is secular, religion is strictly controlled by the
government and banned from teaching in both public and private schools. One of the most important things I learned
was how misunderstood and twisted Islam is in the Western world. Islam is an Abrahamic religion that embraces all of
the prophets of the Old Testament and also Jesus. Jesus is mentioned ninety some times in the Quran and is one of the
most revered prophets of Islam, although Islam does not hold Jesus to be the divine messiah as Christianity does. Islam
is a very peaceful, unified, and tolerant religion that respects the beliefs of all peoples. It is incredibly important for
Americans, military personnel especially, to understand that Islam is a nonviolent and peaceful religion that has hijacked
by groups to further political goals, not religious ones (i.e. liberation of Palestine). No true Muslim can use Islam as a
reason to commit acts of violence, and any group (i.e. Al-Qaeda) should be not considered an Islamic group but rather a
politically motivated movement. Always remember that there are over 1.5 billion Muslims in the world. Only several
thousand perhaps are in terrorist groups like Al-Qaeda.

Overall my trip to Turkey was on of the most enriching and eye-opening experiences of my life. | highly
recommend it to any cadet that has not yet completed their 300 level Theology requirement, especially since all of us
ROTC cadets will almost certainly interact with Muslims while on active duties. Oh, and by the way it was the easiest A
of my life.

(Article contributed by Cadet Kline)s







General E.W. Rawlings Chapter

ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER

American Legion Post 225 Banquet Facility 355 Broadway, Forest Lake MN
24 April 2010 1800 - 2115 hrs

REGISTRATION FORM

Please complete and put in U.S. mailbox NLT Monday, April 12, 2010

Please reserve seats @ $25.00 per seat. (Total = $ )*
Dinner entrée will be Steak & Shrimp You’d like your steak cooked? R M W

If you are vegetarian, or have a shrimp allergy, contact Bob McGonigal @ (952) 884-1625 to request an
alternative meal.

Name (please print clearly) Unit

First & Last Name of Guest(s)

Your phone number, in case there is a question about your registration ( )

ECE I i i I R i i e I A i S S S

Awardees plus one guest at our expense. All additional guests are $25 each.

ECE I I i i O O I i S S S i i i

Many of our Junior Enlisted and Cadets cannot afford to attend the Annual Awards Banquet and would benefit greatly
from a chance to participate in this military ceremony. We solicit your support for their attendance.

I will sponsor Cadets / Junior Airmen @ $25 each. (Total = $ )*

I’d like to sponsor table(s) at $250 each. (Total=$ )*

TOTAL ENCLOSED:

Please make your check payable to “General E.W. Rawlings Chapter”” and mail NLT 12 April to:
Bob McGonigal
5158 Balmoral Lane
Bloomington, MN 55437

Need additional information? Contact me at 952-884-1625, or e-mail: mcgonigal67@earthlink.net
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WWII Combat Glider Restoration Project

Jim Johns has the neatest project: Restore a World War 1l Combat Glider. Such a project saves a piece of our national history
and leaves a legacy for the future. Starting from just about scratch, and realizing that there are only 7 of these gliders left in the
world, this is a piece of history worth restoration. And, should be part of our children/grand children’s education. If you’d like

to get in on the project, find out more, take a tour of the reconstruction hanger, or make a contribution, contact Jim Johns ats
952-881-1797

The dynamic Jim Johns

One of the outer spars

Model of Combat Glider for inspiration





