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President’s Corner 

 Here we are coming up on another quarterly dinner meeting for 
the Bong Chapter of AFA. We will be having dinner at the 
American Legion Post in Spirit Valley. We have the privilege of 
having the 148th FW new Command Chief Mark Rukavina 
presenting to us. He will bring us up to speed on some of the new 
things that are going on at the 148th. 

I would also like to remind everyone that as a leadership team for 
the Bong Chapter we need your help. We still have a number of 
leadership positions that are unmanned for this year. For this 
organization to continue to maintain and to grow, we need your 
help. Some of the committees that we could use help with as 
committee members and Chairs or Co chairs are: Aerospace 
Education, Membership, Veterans Affairs and Leadership 
Development. If you have any interest and want any information 
you can contact me directly on my cell at 218-310-2222 or by 
email at keith.johnson96@gmail.com.  

Also take the opportunity to attend the various Memorial Day 
programs that might be happening within your communities. In 
Duluth the annual parade will be starting on 59th Ave West at 
12:30 on the 28th, and there will be the annual program at the 
Korean Memorial on the 30th at 5pm, followed by the program at 



the Vietnam Memorial at 6pm. 

Remember to have your RSVP’s to John Seely by Friday June 8th. 

 Respectfully, 

 Keith Johnson  

Mark your calendars: Our Chapter 226 Program Dinner is 
June 13 at 6pm at the American Legion Post in Spirit Valley, 
Duluth. The Presenter will be 148th Fighter Wing Command Chief 
Mark Rukavina. Hope to see you there! 

R.S.V.P. to John Seely no later than noon, Friday, 
June 8th. 

jcseelychar@centurytel.net 

148th Fighter Wing, by Col Penny Dieryck 

More than 150 148th Fighter Wing members deployed from Feb. 
27 to March 16 to Nellis Air Force Base, Nev. where they 
participated in Red Flag, a final exercise at the tail end of the 
148th's conversion to the Block 50 F-16. 

148th Fighter Wing Commander Col. Frank Stokes described Red 
Flag as "the Air Force's ultimate training event." 

The exercise took place on more than 2.9 million acres of Nevada 
desert, and involved aircraft from Australia and Great Britain in 
addition to American forces. 

"I think it went very well," said Lt. Col. Chris Blomquist, 179th 
Fighter Squadron Commander. "We've done a lot of SEAD 
(suppression of enemy air defense) up to this point, but we haven't 



done a lot of SEAD with that many people—with that large a 
package. We'd be flying with 40 to 50 of us on the blue air side 
(friendly forces), with about 40-50 red air (enemy forces), and then 
also about 20 to 24 SAM (surface-to-air missiles) sites shooting 
against us. We don't even carry that many HARM (High-speed 
Anti-Radiation) missiles, so it was very busy." 

 It wasn't just the pilots flying hundreds of sorties that made the 
148th successful at Red Flag; the 148th's support personnel were 
vital to success at Red Flag. 

"We did a lot of great integration," said Blomquist. "Maintenance 
kept the jets flying well out there, we didn't lose very many sorties, 
and to do the sorties we were doing out there, we really needed to 
have eight aircraft out there just to support the amount of people 
going through the target area with the SAM sites." 

"The last year and a half to two years has been very challenging. It 
was a very daunting task to go from a block 25 doing CAS (close 
air support) to flying a block 50, a completely new airframe, and 
doing the SEAD mission," said Blomquist. 

Despite having a relatively small amount of time flying the new 
SEAD mission, the 148th took to the skies with other, more 
experienced units, during the exercise. 

"We heard that we did very well out there, that we are at least on 
par with all the units that have been doing SEAD for 10 plus years. 
We're very happy with that result. We heard from the Red Flag 
staff and from the Air Warfare Center, that we're doing as well as 
anybody else out there. Pretty good for doing SEAD for a year," 
said Blomquist." 

Beyond working long hours at a rapid pace, the 148th faced 
challenges in the air not previously encountered. 



  

Prior to Red Flag, Stokes predicted "our training and experience 
will certainly be put to the test, and upon completion we will 
consider ourselves mission-ready with the most capable F-16s in 
the U.S. Air Force inventory." 

 According to Blomquist, that prediction was correct. 

"The sheer numbers of aircraft out there, and the fact that they 
really ratcheted up the threat—even beyond what we've trained to 
before," said Blomquist. "The air threat and the ground threat were 
far superior to anything that we've trained to in the past, or 
anything that we could train to here in Duluth." 

"It was certainly a job well done by everybody out there," said 
Blomquist. 

Other areas of interest from the 148th Fighter Wing since the last 
AFA Newsletter were: 

The 148th Services personnel attended Silver Flag training at 
Dobbins Air Reserve Base outside of Atlanta, Georgia from 18 to 
25 February 2012.  The deployment consisted of setting up living 
and feeding arrangements for service members in a contingency 
environment. 

The 148th Force Development Office was selected as the Nathan 
Altschuler Outstanding Education and Training Program 
Award.  This award recognized the efforts of SMSgt Jennifer 
Chelsak, MSgt Katrina Patterson, and the training managers form 
across the Wing who went above and beyond to better the Wing in 
the areas of mission accomplishment and innovations; Leadership 
and management; and customer focus. 

  



Fourteen 148th Officers and airmen attended the 39th annual 
Norwegian Exchange form 6 to 23 February 2012.  This exchange 
provides Minnesota soldiers and airmen the opportunity to travel to 
Norway and take part in winter survival skills to the 
test.  Participants were given a chance to experience Norwegian 
culture and even visit the site where St. Olaf was killed and buried 
in his last Viking battle. The exchange provides the participants the 
opportunity to make lifelong friends with their Norwegian Home 
Guard counterparts and enjoy camaraderie and fun. 

SMSgt Todd Zinmer spent 42 days at McMurdo Station, the 
research center on the southern tip of Ross Island, Antarctica. 

TSgt Scott Herrington was named the Air National Guard’s 
“Outstanding New Writer of the Year” for all of the ANG’s Public 
Affairs members. 

Civil Air Patrol Update, by Lt. Col Keith Bischoff 

On March 3-4 several seniors and cadets from the Duluth 
Composite Squadron attended the MN Wing Cadet Lock In and 
Volleyball tournament at St Cloud, MN. About 75 CAP members 
participated in an eight-team match for a weekend filled with 
sports, fun and laughter. 

On the weekend of March 23-25, 1Lts Jay Jones and John Snyder 
accompanied nine cadets from the Duluth Composite Squadron to 
Red Wing, WI to participate in the annual Black Cap Ground 
Team Emergency Services exercise; The over 100 senior and cadet 
participants readied ground team supplies, materials and planned 
and conducted surveillance and imaging activities in the Red Wing 
area. 

Two senior and eight cadets from the Duluth Composite Squadron 
participated in the MN Wing CAP Summer Encampment 



Preparation School $#1 held April 13 – 15 at Camp Ripley, MN. A 
smaller group of two cadet staff and one basic cadet attended the 
MN Wing Summer Encampment #2 held also at Camp Ripley, MN 
May 11- 13th. These schools better prepare the Encampment staff 
to conduct a safe and enjoyable learning experience for over 100 
MN Wing Cadets set for June 23 - 30 at Camp Ripley 

MN Wing Civil Air Patrol held its 66th Annual Conference April 
27 – 29 at Breezy Point, MN with 350 senior and cadet members 
attending with deserving members receiving National, State and 
Local awards and recognition. Duluth Composite Squadron 
members: LTC Keith M. Bischoff received a 30 year membership 
certificate, Cadet Captain Jacob Jones received the Group I Cadet 
of the Year Award. Members received training in emergency 
services, safety, logistics, public relations, communications and 
finance. 

Three Duluth Composite Squadron mission and aircraft check 
pilots attended the annual National 

Check Pilot Standardization Course held at the National Guard 
Armory in St Cloud April 14 conducted by Lt Col Gregory 
Nastrom and Lt Col Stanley Kegel. Lt Col. Keith M. Bischoff, 
Majors Gary Lemasters and Charles Schumacher heard the latest in 
MN Wing Emergency Services aircraft utilization, changing 
missions and safety aspects of their important task to the success of 
the Wing Mission supporting the USAF in domestic aircraft search, 
aerial imaging and surveillance efforts. The check pilots must 
attend the course at least every two years to meet Wing 
requirements. 

MN Wing CAP Group II conducted a Disaster Response exercise 
at Anoka County Airport, May 5-6 where over 50 senior and cadet 
members participated in responding to simulated disaster activities. 
Due to inclement weather only two aircraft sorties were flown in 



Northern MN conducting aerial surveillance and imaging of 
critical power and transportation infrastructure. Six ground teams 
were dispatched from Anoka County airport to address additional 
disaster response activities generated from a host of simulated 
federal, state and local emergency service agencies. 

Richard I. Bong Veterans Historical Center 

Their Second Annual Summer Open House is planned for 
Wednesday, June 6, from 9am-6pm. For a measly $5, you can tour 
the exhibits, eat yummy hamburgers, hotdogs and other snacks, 
browse the Gift Shop, meet special guests, and much more. Last 
year’s Open House was great fun, so plan to come for lunch, bring 
the kids after school, or just stop in at a convenient time. Their 
generous sponsors for the event include Upper Lakes Foods, 
Bernick’s, and Super One. Proceeds will benefit the Honor Flight 
Northland and the Bong Education Program. 

Email Address Update and Newsletter Format – We 
still need your help. 

Thank you to those of you who have provided your updates.  We 
are continuing to try to get all of our members set up in email.  We 
are trying to minimize the postage costs and handling, along with 
the paper and printing that go into preparing a quarterly newsletter. 
We will continue to send out “paper copies” to members without 
email accounts for the near future, but due to the time and 
associated cost, we anticipate eliminating the paper mail copies. 
Each copy that gets mailed costs the chapter approximately 
$0.75/copy, that could/should be spent on our support programs. 
Please send your email address to afachapter226@gmail.com  

 

 



Community Partners:  For information on becoming a 
Community Partner, please contact Earl Rogers (earl@duluth-
travel.com) 

 - ALLETE, Inc. 

- Allison & Associates 

- AMSOIL, INC. 

- Duluth Airport Authority 

- Duluth Travel Agency, Inc. 

- Monaco Air Duluth 

- Primrose Retirement Communities 

- Richard I. Bong Veterans Heritage Center 

 

Chapter Contact List:  afachapter226@gmail.com 

President:   Keith Johnson  keith.johnson@mntc.org 

Vice President:   Tony Rogers  trogersmn99@gmail.com 

Secretary:  Keith Bischoff  keithb.dlh@juno.com 

Treasurer: Midge Foster  margaret.foster@ang.af.mil 

VP/Aerospace Education:   Keith 
Johnson  keith.johnson@mntc.org 

VP/Communications:  Tony Rogers  trogersmn99@gmail.com 



VP/Community Partners: Earl Rogers earl@duluth-travel.com 

VP/Military Affairs/ANG Liaison: Keith Johnson 
keith.johnson@mntc.org 

VP/Programs: John Seely jcseelychar@centurytel.net 

VP/Veteran Affairs: Keith Johnson  keith.johnson@mntc.org 

VP/Membership:  Keith Bischoff  keithb.dlh@juno.com 

VP/Community Partners: Earl Rogers earl@duluth-travel.com 

Fund Raising Update:  Thank you for your help in 
funding our chapter education and veteran support 
programs.  We have so far received $2,225 towards our goal of 
$3,000.  $1,250 has been raised specifically for the Visions 
Program. We greatly appreciate your generosity!  If you have 
not had time to send in your donation, please mail to Midge 
Foster, Chapter Treasurer, 3947 Ugstad Road, Hermantown, 
MN 55811 (or bring to the June dinner program).  Again, 
thank you for your support. 

Newsletter updates:  Please email your newsletter inputs and 
address changes to the chapter account by 6 August 2012, for the 
next chapter update.  afachapter226@gmail.com 

Also, we want your help and feedback.  It has been brought up that 
we should have a chapter web page and be on Facebook.  If you 
are interested in setting up and keeping up a chapter web page, 
please send an email to the chapter account.  

 


